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2011 Scenes of Diamond Hill Calendar Cover 

Scenes of Diamond Hill      

       The DHHS "Scenes of Diamond Hill" 
calendar is available for purchase at 
the the Visitors Center, the Craddock 
Terry Hotel Gift Shop, the Point of Honor 
Gift Shop and, on December 11 from 7-4 
at the Lynchburg Market.   Thanks to the 
graphic artist talents of Kathryn Becker, 
the style of this year's calendar is alto-
gether new and exciting.  We really be-
lieve you are going to find it an amazing 
transformation of improved style, format 
and expanded use of color.   The price of 
the calendar is $13.00 each.   

These calendars make great gifts for 
friends and family so please purchase one 
or more calendars in support of DHHS!  

If you would like to volunteer for calendar 
sales please contact: 

 Jeff Schneider at (434) 846-9135. 

Neighborhood Beautification 
 
    The DHHS president along with the neighborhood beautification committee would 
like the members to offer suggestions on what they would like to see in the way we 
handle maintaining the different gardens in the neighborhood.  
 
     Your suggestions can vary from how those gardens should be landscaped to land-
scape service provider. These suggestions will be used in the 2011 planning process. 
 
You may send your suggestions to the following e-mails: 
President: Katherine Brown-kmbrown56@gmail.com 
Vice-President: Mark Little-mark.little@digitalofficellc.com 
2011 Neighborhood Beautification Chairman-Lou Kibby-loukibby@live.com 
 

Thank you for your participation! 

Merry Christmas  
to you and yours! 
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Meetings 
Business meetings are usually held at 7:30 p.m. 
on first Tuesdays of each month except June, July 
and August. Owners of properties in the Dia-
mond Hill Historic District and others interested 
in supporting historic preservation are welcome 
to attend. 

 
Membership 
Annual dues for Active Members are $10.00 per 
person and the initiation fee is $5.00 (first year). 
Active Membership is limited to adult members 
of households owning Diamond Hill property. 
Annual dues for Associate Members are $10 per 
person (no initiation fee). All members receive 
this newsletter at no charge. Newsletter subscrip-
tions for non-members are $5.00 per year. 

 
Publisher’s Statement 
The Diamond Hill Historical Society (DHHS) is 
a nonprofit historic preservation organization 
approved under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954. Its purpose is to preserve 
and encourage—through the fostering of educa-
tion, research and restoration—the historical and 
architectural integrity of the Diamond Hill His-
toric District. DHHS was incorporated in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia February 22, 1979. 
Views expressed in the Diamond Hill News do 
not necessarily reflect the position of DHHS or  
its officers and directors. 
 

December Events 
 
Old City Cemetery 
December 11 , 12:00 noon 
Wreaths Across America 
 
This special ceremony honors all veter-
ans who have served our nation in times 
of war and peace.  After a brief service, 
attendees are invited to lay evergreen 
wreaths on hundreds of veterans' graves 
in the cemetery. 
 
December 12, 1:00– 4:00pm 
Chapel Open House and Holiday Concert 
 
The historic Chapel will be open to the 
public and decorated for the holidays 
with natural greenery. Enjoy cider and 
cookies and stay for the Holiday Concert 
at 3 p.m.. 
 
Point Of Honor 
December 5 Noon-4 p.m. FREE 
Christmas Open House  
 
See Point of Honor decorated for a ca. 
1815 holiday celebration with native 
greens, yule log, live music, and other 
Federal customs of the period.   
 
Lynchburg Museum System 
December 3-First Friday 
Lynchburg People in Photographs and 
Portraits with Rachel Deddens.  

The Ploughcroft Tea Room 
 
     If you are a British immigrant or if you 
simply enjoy the finer things in life, such 
as a good cup of tea, 1215 Commerce 
Street in Downtown Lynchburg is your 
next mandatory stop.  
     The Ploughcroft Tea Room is an au-
thentic English tea room with a cozy at-
mosphere and plenty of English favourites 
on the menu and for purchase in their gift 
shoppe.  
    This establishment opens at 11:00 AM 
and closes at 5:00 PM, so you can come in 
and enjoy The Ploughcroft's authentic Eng-
lish feel for brunch, lunch, or even after-
noon tea (which is served from 2:00 to 
5:00.)  
    There is an assortment of fine foods on 
the lunch menu, whether you prefer the 
soup du jour, a Cornish Pastry, a hearty 
Steak and Ale Pie, or a more dainty plate 
of cheeses, breads, fruits, and relishes 
(Ploughman's,) to name a few. 
     If you're not in the mood for lunch, en-
joy one of the afternoon teas available-- the 
Victorian Afternoon Cream Tea (complete 
with scones, Devon cream, preserves, 
sandwiches, sweet treats, and fruit) or the 
more modest Afternoon Cream Tea (with 
scones, Devon cream, preserves, and fruit 
garnish.)  
    You can also choose to have a pot of tea 
any time, which is delicious with items 
from the Al a Carte menu. My friend and I 
enjoyed a plate of assorted English biscuits 
(cookies) with our endless pot of PG Tips 
tea. 
    As for the tea, there are four to choose 
from: PG Tips (as mentioned,) which is an 
black tea, and one of England's favorites. 
Of course, there's Earl Grey, for a little 
different taste, derived from Oil of Berga-
mot. If you prefer to push the tea envelope, 
you can choose Darjeeling, with a hint of 
wildflowers and Muscat grapes. Lastly, if 
you prefer a little smoke with your tea, 
choose Lapsang Souchong, which has been 
smoked-dried over pinewood fires. 
     Whatever your tea, your snack, or your 
combinations of these, there's something 
for everyone inside this cozy, friendly, 
authentic tea room, for every budget. 
And before you go, don't forget to stop by 
the case of English favourites to buy for 
your home-- from chutneys to biscuits to 
candies, you will never be without a taste 
of England. 

Ploughcroft Tea Room 
1215 Commerce Street 
Lynchburg, VA 24504 
(434) TEA-SHOP (832-7467) 
http:www.ploughcrofttearoom.com 
Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00 
AM to 5:00 PM (Afternoon tea served 
2:00-5:00, reservations reccomended.) 

http://www.diamondhill.org/�
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Insulation Q&As 

What you should know about ma-
terials and methods. 
 
        Many folks want to do the right thing 
by adding insulation to an old house. The 
benefits of insulation and its related mate-
rials (air and vapor retarders) are lower 
heating bills in the winter, cheaper air con-
ditioning in the summer, and greater com-
fort year-round. Unfortunately, these prod-
ucts are nearly as numerous as the contra-
dictory advice and moisture horror stories 
that  surround them. 
  
        Each of the following questions repre-
sents a common concern about insulating 
materials in old houses and many of them 
in the not-so-old category of early- and 
mid-20th century construction. Once you 
understand the principles outlined in the 
answers, you will have the basic tools for 
dealing with the specific insulating condi-
tions in your old house. 
 
Answer: The oil embargoes of the 1970s 
sparked a rush to insulate buildings of 
every kind. Blown-in cellulose became a 
very popular material for old houses: it was 
quick and cheap to add, and it even cov-
ered its costs through reduced heating en-
ergy bills. Where this insulation was im-
properly installed, however, many of us are 
now paying the price for the paint failures, 
rotted sills, and frozen pipes it caused.  
 
Blown-in cellulose is simply a shredded 
paper product. Its light, puffy particles can 
fill hard-to-reach voids in the perimeter 
envelope of a building. This definitely can 
improve the building with thermal insula-
tion value. The problem is, air moves eas-
ily through this low-density stuff. As warm 
room air passes through the wall cavity in 
winter it becomes cooler. If this air has a 
high moisture vapor content, the water 
vapor will condense into a liquid, or freeze 
into frost, and start a vicious cycle of de-
struction. The condensation will wet the 
cellulose and just like that wet newspaper 
in the driveway and rendering it useless as 
insulation. Pretty soon the wood siding 
gets saturated and will not hold paint. High 
moisture levels in the framing can even 
promote wood rot or attract wood-eating  
Insects. 

I recommend restricting the use of cellu-
lose insulation to extra-dry locations, 
such as attics, where it can be readily 
removed if the need arises. Don not for-
get about any water pipes up there. They 
will freeze if they wind up on the cold 
side of newly installed insulation. They 
must be moved to a heated environment. 
 
Question: What about blown-in fiber-
glass or vermiculite?  
 
Answer: Like cellulose, these materials 
are great insulators. Better yet, they are 
not combustible. (Blown-in cellulose of 
the past was not always treated with pre 
retardant!) Blown-in fiberglass is a very 
light and puffy matrix of glass fibers that 
uses its high percentage of air space to do 
the work of insulating. Vermiculite 
(sometimes mistaken for asbestos) is a 
ßaky, natural rock expanded to a pebble-
sized mix that insulates in a similar way. 
Both these materials will allow air to 
easily pass through them the same as 
cellulose. Thus, they too have the poten-
tial to become waterlogged in the event 
of condensation, but to a lesser extent. 
 
Question: Which insulation is best for 
use in southern humid climates?  
 
Answer: Insulation was first introduced 
in houses in northern climates where the 
temperature outdoors drops to minus 10 
degrees F or lower. This extreme cold 
creates a large differential in temperature 
through a wall between indoors and out-
doors. Down south, even when it is 100 
degrees F or so outdoors, the differential 
temperature at a wall is only about half 
as much as up north, when the room tem-
perature is about 
70 degrees F. 
 
With year-round air conditioning being 
the norm in a southern climate, my pri-
mary focus would be on controlling out-
door air infiltration and its resulting cold-
surface condensation. Mold growth is a 
constant threat as hot, moist outdoor air 
cools on contact with these surfaces. 
 
Old wood-frame houses down south can 
attribute their longevity to lots of ventila-
tion, which helps dry out wet surfaces 
rapidly. Given this, in an old house I 
would lean towards not using any insula-

tion.  Instead, I would reduce infiltration 
to a minimum and use the air-
conditioning primarily for its ability to 
dehumidify, thereby keeping the air as 
dry as possible. On the other hand, in 
newer construction the use of rigid insu-
lation and outer coatings of stucco or 
Dryvit work very well. These coatings 
are excellent barriers to both moisture 
vapor and infiltration, and the thermal 
performance of the rigid insulation is not 
reduced, if they should get wet. 
 
(Article was copied from This Old House 
Journal and was written by OHJ Staff) 

Former DH resident died on  
October 30th, 2010 
 
     Nina Faulkner Knight Wood, 96, of 
Lynchburg, died Saturday, Oct. 30, 2010. 
Nina was born June 1, 1914, in 
Lynchburg, a daughter of the late Marian 
Clark Faulkner and the late John A. 
Faulkner. She was first married to the 
late William Scott Knight Sr., and after 
his death was married to the late Rossie 
Wood.  She is survived by her daughter, 
Sherwood Knight Harris, and husband, 
Tommy, of Lynchburg; her son, William 
Scott "Boogie" Knight Jr. and wife, Kris, 
of Kentucky; her grandchildren, Deborah 
Ann Olsen, Steven Faulkner Moyer, 
Camm Knight, Toni Utoft, Charles T. 
Lee Jr. and Virginia Lee; her nieces, 
Rosalie Loving Short and Marianne Lov-
ing Rhodes; and a nephew, Lunsford L. 
"Tad" Loving.  In addition to her parents 
and husbands, she was predeceased by a 
daughter, Tucker Knight Lee, and her 
sisters, Rosalie Loving and Nancy Faulk-
ner.  Nina was a member of St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church and worked for over 
25 years at the Farm Basket, where she 
was Perkins Flippin's "right-hand man." 
 
    As children, Nina and her sisters, 
Rosalie Faulkner Loving and Nancy 
Faulkner, lived in the Faulkner House at 
1500 Madison Street. Bob and Sandy 
Halpin now own that house. 
 
      It was Nancy Falkner who wrote chil-
dren's books such as Tomahawk Shadow, 
The West is on Your Left Hand, and Re-
bel Drums. 
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Dec. Meeting 
 

Tues., Dec. 7 

7:30 p.m. 
 

at the 
 

Robertson House 
(c.1898) 

1307 Clay St 
 

Host:  Kat Becker 

Loose Leaf Collection Continues 

    Loose leaf collection continues for all 
wards.  There is no charge for this service, 
and no phone call is necessary.  Citizens 
are asked to rake leaves curbside but do 
not place in leaves in the street.  Leaf piles 
should be free of sticks, rocks and pine 
cones.  City crews will vacuum leaves as 
promptly as possible.  

Bagged leaves may be placed at curbside 
for pickup during regular trash collection; 
however, each bag must be tagged with 
a .95 cent trash tag. 

For more information, contact Citizens 

DH properties for sale 
 1301 Clay Street 
 607 Pearl Street 
 1301 Madison Street 
 1311 Madison Street 
 1600 Opal Street 
 503 Washington Street 
 517 Washington Street 
 515 13th Street 

Christmas Tree Lighting Cere-
mony and Annual Lynchburg 
Christmas Parade 
 
     On Saturday, December 4, at 5:00 
p.m., a Christmas tree lighting ceremony 
in the Fifth Street Roundabout will be 
held as a kick-off for this year's 50th An-
nual Lynchburg Christmas Parade which 
will take place in downtown Lynchburg 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. the same evening.  
The Christmas tree lighting is sponsored 
by the Fifth Street Community Develop-
ment Corporation with donations from 
Fifth Street area businesses.  The tree 
was donated by the Southern Landscape 
Group of Evington, Virginia. 
      This year's Christmas parade theme is 
"A Stroll Down Memory Lane."  The 
parade route will include Main Street 
from 12th to 5th Streets and Court Street 
from 5th to 12th Streets.  The parade is 
sponsored by the Fire Foundation, a non-
profit organization that supports special 
projects of the Lynchburg Fire Depart-
ment. 
Both events are free an open to the pub-
lic.  For information regarding the Christ-
mas tree lighting on Fifth Street, contact 
Eddie Claiborne, Fifth Street Community 
Development Corporation at 239-8732.  
For information regarding the Christmas 
Parade, contact the Fire Foundation at 
455-6369. 

Volunteers support Fall 
Cleanup  
 
    We had many volunteers who 
worked the morning of Saturday, No-
vember 13. It was a beautiful day, we 
had great support! We cleaned up the 
gardens on Diamond Hill, cleaned up 
trash and weeds, and we raked lots of 
leaves.  It was a very productive morn-
ing!  Our sincere thanks goes to every-
one who participated and helped us in 
this great effort. 
 
    Thanks to Katheryn and Hampton 
for providing lunch at their home after 
the clean up effort was completed. 


	Insulation Q&As

	What you should know about materials and methods.

	Dec. Meeting

	          News-Talk 105.9, WLNI in Lynchburg, was recognized at the 73rd Annual Virginia Broadcasting Awards for excellence  in broadcasting, garnering three First Place Awards. Mari White and Brian Weigand, co-hosts of the MorningLine, received the First Place Award for Best Morning Show in Virginia, Large Market, for the second year in a row; First Place Award for Best Documentary or Public Affairs program; Large Market for “Camille Remembered”; in First Place Award for Best Human Interest Series, Large Market for “Surviving Summer With Your Kids”.  Congratulations Mari!
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